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TODAY'S EDITORIAL 

Message from rallies -- march to the polls 

CBC Editorial: Tuesday, March 27, 2018; Editorial #8282 
The following is the opinion of Capitol Broadcasting Company 


These kids get it. The message from the outpouring at Saturday’s “March for 
Our Lives” rallies across North Carolina and the nation was more than taking to 
the streets in protest. It was more than demanding safe schools; more than a 
call for reasonable control of military assault-style weapons or keeping guns out 
of the hands of those who shouldn’t have them. 

It was about action and understanding what kind of action works. It was about 
registering to vote and marching to the polling place. 

In the United States (even North Carolina) if young people - or any people - 
want change there is no better or more effective way than voting. Tobiah 
Steele, an East Carolina University sophomore and an organizer of 
the gathering at the Pitt County Courthouse in Greenville, said it as well as 
anyone. “We have the ability to change the world,” she said. “The first thing we 
have to do it get out and vote.” 

Jane Rose and Christina Tschida, voting registrars, were on hand at the rally as 
young people - and some not so young ~ signed up to vote in the May primary 
and November election. 

About 4,800 people across the nation registered to vote at Saturday rallies, 
according to Aaron Ghitelman, spokesman for HeadCount, a nonpartisan 

















organization that registers young voters at concerts and other youth gatherings. 
It partnered with the organizers of “March for Our Lives” to assist with voter 
registration efforts. 

Getting young people signed up to vote is no small issue in North Carolina. Five 
years ago the leadership in the state legislature wanted to make it more difficult 
for young people to register to vote. They tried to change state law and 
eliminated preregistration. It took a federal court order to restore pre¬ 
registration for young people who would be eligible to vote on Election 
Day. Now, schools throughout the state conduct voter registration drives. 

Young people can also register to vote at the local Division of Motor Vehicle 
office - as they endure their drivers license tests - a ritual of youthful passage. 

Already there are indications of heightened voter interest. In the first three 
months of the year, total voter registration in the state increased by 62,202 - 
that’s nearly a 120 percent increase over the same period four years ago. 

About 80 percent have bypassed the Democrats or Republicans to register as 
unaffiliated voters. 

North Carolina voters have unprecedented choices at the polling place this 
year. For the first time in decades, there is a challenger for all but one seat in 
the General Assembly. 

The choices aren’t mere matters of personality or political party. The current 
leaders of the legislature picked increasing corporate tax breaks over improving 
funding for public schools. Teacher and school administrator pay lags. There 
aren’t enough school nurses and guidance counselors. Taxpayers are spending 
millions of dollars on private school vouchers but there’s no transparency or 
accountability to determine if the money is being used to help students learn. 
Those are just a few of the public school issues. Do voters want to stay that 
course or demand a new direction? 

Voting is the best way to be heard. 

There are plenty of opportunities to register and vote to participate in the May 8 
primary or the Nov. 6 election. You don’t have to wait for an event. You can find 
out all you need to know right here. Don’t delay. Do it today. 

See you at the polls. 
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on: Thousands of N.C. residents turn out to protest gun violence, an explosion 
of growth in suburbs, U.S. government opens probe into Facebook, how charter 
schools can succeed, opioid epidemic and more. 


ELECTIONS & CAMPAIGNS 

Don't just march for your lives, young people. Vote for them, too (Charlotte 
Observer) -- Students and other led marches across the country, including in 
Washington, DC. But young people will be dismissed by officeholders unless 
they do more. 

SLOANE HEFFERNAN: 'People are turning to the streets:' UNC professor says 

protests are on the rise nationwide (WRAL-TV analysis) -- The Department of 
Sociology at UNC-Chapel Flill has been tracking the wave of protests following 
the Parkland, Fla. shooting and throughout the past year, and what they have 
found is extraordinary, according to the department chairman. 

Marching against gun violence (Winston-Salem Journal) - There were signs. 
There were speeches. There were snow flurries and rain — and still the 
marchers came through downtown Winston-Salem into Corpening Plaza, 
protesting gun violence in America, on Saturday. More than 1,500 people 
attended the March for Our Lives rally in Winston-Salem and hundreds of 
thousands gathered in more than 800 cities around the world, including 
Washington, D.C. “I’m afraid of going to school every day,’’ Reagan Fligh 
School freshman Cassie Daukas said at the rally. “I should be going to school 
to learn, not to worry if it’s my last day alive or if I told my mom I loved her 









will keep fighting until we feel safe.” 

KARI LYDERSEN & MICHAEL SCHERER: Suburban voters angry with Trump 

threaten GOP’s grip on House (Washington Post analysis) -- Many of the most 
competitive seats in this year's midterms are in bedroom communities near Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Houston, Washington and other Democratic cities. The 
balancing act for GOP incumbents is appealing to moderate voters while 
holding on to the party base. 

N.C. Green Party likely to field candidates this fall (AP reports) -- North Carolina 
voters should have additional candidates to choose from beginning this fall 
thanks to a new law that makes it easier for third parties to get on ballots. 

POLICY & POLITICS 

WESLEY YOUNG: North Carolina's 'burbs are booming, Triad and Triangle 

come together (Greensboro News & Record analysis) -- In a reversal of a trend, 
U.S. Census Bureau estimates show that growth in the core urban counties of 
North Carolina is getting outpaced by some of their suburban counties. And 
some North Carolina counties are seeing higher growth that reflects the area’s 
popularity among retirees. 

Judge says release video of Asheville police beating of jaywalker (AP reports) - 
- A North Carolina judge has ruled all video in the case of a white police officer 
accused of using excessive force against a black man accused of jaywalking 
should be released. 

BEN GRAHAM: What NC economic developers might be underselling (Triangle 
Business Journal analysis) -- Despite all of the financial incentives and jet¬ 
setting handshakes North Carolina leaders have taken to court companies 
interested in moving here, the state might actually be underselling itself when it 
comes to one of its perceived weaknesses. 

CANDACE SWEAT: State prisons announce new action on shackling pregnant 

inmates (WRAL-TV reports) - -The North Carolina Director of Prisons signed 
new policies to clarify that female inmates should not be restrained while 
delivering a child. 

MICHAEL GEBLEIN: Mapping Mecklenburg evictions reveals neighborhood 

trends (Carolina Public Press analysis) - Charlotte and Mecklenburg County 
residents in neighborhoods with households receiving public nutrition 
assistance and with higher populations of children are more likely to be evicted 
from their homes, according to a newly released study. Conducted by 
researchers with the UNC-Charlotte Urban Institute and Mecklenburg County 
Community Support Services, the study maps evictions in Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County for the first time. 

MATTHEW BURNS: Scratch-offs with dad land Chapel Hill man $1M lottery 

prize (WRAL-TV reports) - An outing with his father led a Chapel Hill man to 
winning a $1 million lottery prize. 

FTC confirms Facebook probe; NC attorney general, 36 others demand 

answers about user privacy (WRAL-TV/TechWire) ~ The U.S. government is 
investigating Facebook, and chief law enforcement officers for North Carolina 


















from Facebook about user data. 


VA care improves, but bureaucracy doesn’t (Fayetteville Observer) -- The 
congressmen came to Fayetteville last week to see how well the Department of 
Veterans Affairs is caring for the men and women who served their country in 
war and peace. And even in the town were the VA has arguably improved more 
than anywhere, they found a work very much in progress. 

EDUCATION 

GARY ROBERTSON: Report says school boards, counties should stay out of 

court (AP reports) -- School districts across North Carolina will present next 
year's funding requests in the coming weeks to local county commissioners, 
with the potential for costly and lengthy litigation if they can't see eye-to-eye on 
spending. 

RIHONDA DILLINGIHAM: NC public charter schools stymied by 
funding (Durham Flerald-Sun column) -- A recent report from policy analyst Kris 
Nordstrom at the N.C. Justice Center claims that charter schools are 
contributing to increasing racial segregation. Public charter schools are free 
public schools that are open to all students, and only make up 6 percent of all 
public schools nationwide. Charter schools should not be labeled as a major 
contributor to an ongoing problem of segregation. 

These NC charter schools show how to succeed with low-income 
students (Charlotte Observer column) -- Three principles are helping these NC 
schools and their economically disadvantaged students succeed in testing and 
college placement 

JEREMY BAUER-WOLF: Can the NCAA Basketball Commission Accomplish 

Anvthing? (lnside Fligher Ed analysis) -- The NCAA does have a big problem. 
And the question of its impotence once again arose with the scandal that 
rocked the world of college basketball last year, with coaches of four top-tier 
teams being charged with accepting cash payments in exchange for steering 
recruits to certain institutions. The NCAA officials said they had no idea - and 
news reports have suggested the corruption is not limited to these programs. 
The commission, led by former U.S. secretary of state and Stanford University 
provost Condoleezza Rice, has remained quiet about its work, though it’s due 
to deliver recommendations to the NCAA's governing body, the Board of 
Directors, late next month. Rice has never publicly discussed progress among 
its members and her only - bland - statement on the NCAA website is from 
October. 

CFCC board is undermining public’s trust, support (Wilmington Star-News) - 
The people of New Hanover County have been very generous to Cape Fear 
Community College. On average. North Carolina’s community colleges get 57 
percent of their funding from the state and 13 percent from counties. On top of 
that. New Hanover County has invested $164 million in CFCC from bond issues 
in recent years 

HEALTH 

TAYLOR KNOPF: Rates of opioid-related ED visits continues to rise in 

NC (N.C. Health News) - The rising rate of opioid overdose emergency 















anytime soon. 

MIKE CAUSEY: Save the SHIIP and keep funding for seniors' health 

program (Wilson Times column) -- An effort is underway in Congress to 
eliminate $47 million that goes to programs like North Carolina's Seniors Health 
Insurance Information Program. Such an effort fits the old adage of being 
penny-wise and pound-foolish. 

ADAM WAGNER: Eastern N.C. opioid experts support medication-assisted 

treatment (Wilmington Star-News analysis) -- The Trump Administration’s HHS 
recently moved to support the use of medication to treat opioid disorder. 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 

TRISTA TALTON: Water Transfer Part of Pender’s Growth Plan (Coastal 
Review analysis) - Environmental groups support Pender County’s request to 
transfer up to 14.5 million gallons of drinking water per day from the Cape Fear 
to three smaller river basins to meet increasing demand. 

RUSTY JACOBS: Tree Cutting Is Underway For The Atlantic Coast Pipeline, 

But Opposition In NC Is Staunch (WUNC-FM analysis) - Crews are already 
cutting trees in Northampton and Robeson counties to make way for the 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline , the 600-mile-long delivery system that will carry natural 
gas from West Virginia, across Virginia, and through North Carolina. The 
pipeline will cut an eight-county, 200-mile-long path across the Tar Heel State 
with supporters and opponents all along the route. 
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